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I want adults struggling with unemployment to 
know that they are valuable, important mem-
bers of community. We as a society will shape 
our vision of tomorrow through action and 
service. Tree Trust is an organization that is 
leading the way, and I am proud to represent 
them in Congress. 

Once again, congratulations to Tree Trust 
for 40 years of service. I am looking forward 
to seeing what they accomplish in the next 40 
years. 
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TO RECOGNIZE LORRI KOSTER 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize one of the top leaders of the modern 
fresh produce industry and a Salinas Valley vi-
sionary. Lorri Koster is Chair, CEO and a pri-
mary shareholder of Mann Packing Company 
headquartered in Salinas, CA. Mann is a 
major grower, shipper, and processor of fresh 
vegetables on the cutting edge of technical in-
novation and market development. So while 
you may have never heard of Lorri Koster, I 
can guarantee that every member of this 
House has eaten something grown or shipped 
by Mann Packing. 

Lorri was raised in the agricultural industry 
and is the third generation of her family to 
work in produce. Her late father Don Nucci 
had been a key partner in the company. She 
started her full time career at Mann in 1990 di-
recting the firm’s marketing and communica-
tion programs. In 2000 Lorri left Mann to join 
ProduceOnline.com as vice president of mar-
keting. Lorri then became an associate pub-
lisher with Produce Business magazine. After 
several years of writing, raising two young 
boys and working for Mann on a consulting 
basis, she returned to the company full time in 
2006 to represent her family’s interest and 
lead the business development, marketing and 
product innovation efforts. 

Lorri’s leadership extends beyond Mann to 
the greater fresh produce industry and her 
local community. In 2000, Lorri was the Inter-
national Fresh Cut Produce Association board 
president and the first woman to chair an 
American produce trade association. She is a 
past chair of the Grower Shipper Association 
of Central California. She has participated on 
the boards of various leadership committees 
for several industry organizations, including 
the United Fresh Produce Association, the 
Produce Marketing Association, Western 
Growers, the Grower Shipper Association of 
Central California, and the Produce for Better 
Health Foundation. She shares my passion 
and has been a relentless advocate for cre-
ating more access to fruits and vegetables in 
schools and federally funded feeding pro-
grams. Lorri currently serves on the Western 
Growers Association board of directors and a 
board alternate for the California Leafy Greens 
Marketing Agreement. At a local level Lorri 
serves on the boards of the Monterey Bay 
Economic Partnership, the Panetta Institute for 
Public Policy, and on the business advisory 
councils for Rancho Cielo and CSUMB’s Busi-
ness School. 

Lorri has a Bachelor of Arts degree in public 
relations with a minor in business marketing 

from California State University, Chico. A 
‘‘baseball mom’’ and ‘‘Forty Niner Faithful’’, 
she resides in Salinas with her husband Tom 
where she loves cheering on their two boys, 
Jack and Sam. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak on behalf of 
the entire House in thanking Lorri Koster for 
her outstanding leadership in the produce in-
dustry and the Salinas Valley. Our nation is a 
better place because of her efforts. We wish 
her and her family many more years of suc-
cess. 
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RECOGNIZING THE NORTHERN IN-
DIANA AREA LABOR FEDERA-
TION COMMUNITY LABOR 
AWARDS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate several of North-
west Indiana’s finest citizens. The Northwest 
Indiana Federation of Labor, American Fed-
eration of Labor—Congress of Industrial Orga-
nizations (AFL–CIO), recognized several indi-
viduals and organizations for their dedication 
and service during the Northern Indiana Area 
Labor Federation Community Labor Awards 
Reception, which was held at Wicker Park in 
Highland, Indiana, on Thursday, October 20, 
2016. These individuals, in addition to all 
Northwest Indiana Federation of Labor mem-
bers who have served Northwest Indiana so 
diligently for such a long period of time, are 
the epitome of the ideal American worker: 
loyal, dedicated, and hardworking. 

At this year’s event, several individuals and 
organizations will receive special recognition. 
Jeff Chidester, Ironworkers 395, is the recipi-
ent of the Service to Labor Award for his 
many years of service to the labor movement 
and his outstanding dedication to his fellow 
union members. 

The Union Labor Award was presented to 
the Women of Steel, United Steelworkers, Dis-
trict 7, for their unselfish devotion to the labor 
movement through its promotion in all areas: 
social, civic, educational, and political. 

Mayor Pete Buttigieg, South Bend, Indiana, 
was honored with the Community Services 
Award for his exemplary service to his com-
munity and to the enhancement of the quality 
of life for the people of Indiana. 

State Senator Earline Rogers was honored 
with the Lifetime Achievement Award for her 
many years of labor activism and her commit-
ment to her community. For the exceptional 
service she has provided to the people of 
Northwest Indiana, she is worthy of our admi-
ration and respect. 

Ray Kasmark, IBEW, and David 
Blankenship, Sheet Metal Workers Local 73, 
were presented with the George Meany Award 
for their significant contributions to the youth 
of their communities through their involvement 
with the Boy Scouts of America. Northwest In-
diana has a rich history of excellence in its 
craftsmanship and loyalty by its tradesmen. 
These honorees are all outstanding examples 
of these qualities. They have demonstrated 
their loyalty to their unions and the Northwest 
Indiana community through their hard work 
and tireless service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in congratulating 
these dedicated, honorable, and exemplary 
citizens, as well as all of the hardworking 
union men and women throughout America. 
They have shown commitment and courage 
toward their pursuits, and I am proud to rep-
resent them in Washington, D.C. 
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CELEBRATING UNIVERSITY OF 
WISCONSIN-PLATTEVILLE’S SES-
QUICENTENNIAL 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late the University of Wisconsin-Platteville on 
150 years of academic excellence. UW- 
Platteville celebrated its sesquicentennial 
throughout the 2015–2016 academic year. As 
this university enters its 150th year of pro-
viding quality and affordable education, it is fit-
ting we highlight the academic achievements 
of the faculty, staff, graduates, and students. 
Their continued dedication to higher learning 
has been a great source of pride for me as 
the university excels year after year. U.S. 
News and World Report ranked the online 
learning courses as one of the top in the na-
tion and it is the fastest growing UW System 
school. 

Founded in 1866, the university is located in 
Platteville, Wisconsin, near Wisconsin’s south-
west border. It began its storied history as 
Wisconsin’s first state teacher preparation in-
stitution as the Platteville Normal School. Its 
proud engineering heritage has roots with the 
Wisconsin Mining Trade School founded in 
1907 and in 1917 became the first school in 
the United States to offer a three-year course 
in mining engineering. The mining school be-
came the Wisconsin Institute of Technology in 
1939, which would merge with the Platteville 
State Teachers College in 1959 to become the 
Wisconsin State College and Institute of Tech-
nology at Platteville. In 1966, the name was 
changed again to the Wisconsin State Univer-
sity-Platteville. After joining the UW System 
governed by the board of regents, the school 
reached its current namesake in 1971 as the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville. 

I have always been proud of the strong and 
continuous emphasis placed on education by 
those I represent in western and central Wis-
consin. The University of Wisconsin-Platteville 
is a leading example of this; expanding on its 
original academic disciplines of engineering 
and education, it now provides over 42 majors 
for over 8,000 students. Courses are even of-
fered through an innovative distance education 
program enabling over 3,000 students the 
world over to pursue higher degrees. This 
thriving body of students have banded to-
gether under the symbol of a Pioneer. The 
Pioneers have long established traditions such 
as the lighting of the ‘‘M’’. Laid in 1936 by 
mining students attempting to build the largest 
M in the world, the community now holds a 
twice-annual ceremony where they light the 
whitewashed stones in a brilliant blaze. When 
a tornado caused significant damage to the 
campus in June of 2014, the Pioneers rallied 
around their strong sense of community to en-
sure classes were able to continue for the fall 
semester. 
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